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Quantum simulation

Condensed matter
~few Å

100-1000K
~10-100meV

Cold atoms
~1𝜇𝜇𝑚𝑚
~1nK

~10−10meV

Moiré lattices
~10𝑛𝑛𝑚𝑚

~1K
~0.1meV

z Photons
~1𝜇𝜇𝑚𝑚
~5/cm

Mesoscopic devices
~10-1000nm 

~10mK
~10-100meV



From single to many-body physics
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2D quantum Hall effect
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Hofstadter model

• Hamiltonian:

• Spectrum:
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Hofstadter model

• Hamiltonian:

• Quantized Hall conductance:
TKNN, PRL 49, 405 (1982)

• Chern numbers:
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Atomic topological pumps
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Cool atoms into a Mott insulator state
Homogeneous delocalization over first 
Brillouin zone

Nat. Phys. 12, 350 (2016)
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Atomic topological pumps

Nat. Phys. 12, 350 (2016)

Rice-Mele Model [PRL 49, 1455 (1982)]



Atomic topological pumps

Nat. Phys. 12, 350 (2016)
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Atomic topological pumps
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Nat. Phys. 12, 350 (2016)



4D quantum Hall effect
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First derivations:
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Press, London, United Kingdom)..
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2D topological charge pump

PRL 111, 226401 (2013), Nature 553, 55 (2018) & Nature 553, 59 (2018)
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2D topological charge pump

Nature 553, 55 (2018)

x

y

1.07(8)χ =
2

0

;xw
y z

BeI E
h

χ=
Φ



z

Boundary effects in photonics

Topological pumps

Bulk (cold atoms) Boundary (photons)

1+1D

2+2D

Nature 553, 55 (2018) Nature 553, 59 (2018)

Nat. Phys. 12, 350 (2016) Phys. Rev. Lett. 109, 106402 (2012)
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Quantum simulation
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Synthetic dimensions

5F. Nori et al., RMP 86, 153 (2014); Celi et al., PRL 112, 043001 (2014)
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Synthetic dimensions

6F. Nori et al., RMP 86, 153 (2014); Celi et al., PRL 112, 043001 (2014)
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1 Synthetic + 1 physical dimensions

7F. Nori et al., RMP 86, 153 (2014); Celi et al., PRL 112, 043001 (2014)

sy
nt

he
tic

-d
im

en
si

on

𝐽𝐽𝐽𝐽𝐽𝐽

Ω

Ω

Ω

Ω

Ω

Ω

Ω

Ω

physical-dimension



Recent experimental realizations
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Image source: M. Mancini et al., Science 349, 1510 (2015). 
B. K. Stuhl et al., Science 349, 1514 (2015). 
L. F. Livi et al., PRL 117, 220401 (2016).
S. Kolkowitz et al., Nature 542, 66 (2017).
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1 Synthetic + 3 physical dimensions

Phys. Rev. Lett. 115, 195303 (2015)
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4D quantum Hall effect
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The quest continues

Thank you!
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